From Thursday, 7th  August to Saturday, 16th August
2025, we visited our sister city, Cairns, Australia.
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During our stay, we received a warm welcome and heartfelt
hospitality from the Mayor and many other people involved.
We believe that this project will further strengthen the bond
between our two cities and lead to the development of our
sister city relationship in the future.

We have also renewed our commitment to further enhance
our sister city exchanges.
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Introducing of the Photos of Cairn
Regional Council and Others

Courtesy Visit to Cairns Regional Council

At Cairns Regional Council, we were shown around the city council chambers,
followed by an introduction of honored guests and a welcome speech from
Mayor Amy Eden.

And following, Ms. Yuka Tomita, who represented of the Minami Town
delegation, and Mr. Yuma Haruki, representing the students, gave speeches in
English, which were received a big applause from the audience.

Afterwards, the Mayor and the person in charge of International Exchange
from Minami Town exchanged commemorative gifts. Although it was within

a limited time available, we were treated to morning tea and received a very

warm welcome.




At the Consular Office of Japan in Cairns,
Director Shingo Higashimoto explained the role
and duties of the consulate. He also provided
an easy-to-understand overview of the Cairns’
culture, history, and the differences between it
and Japan. The students listened intently.

We were able to learn about the role of the
consulate, which is not usually known, and it
was a valuable opportunity to gain much more
knowledge and insights. This visit proved a great
experience for us.



BBQ Exchange Event with Cairns
Officials Involved

The BBQ was organized for us thorough the kindness
of Cairns City Council and our sister city partners.
We would like to thank many people involved in the
sister city program, including Sister City Ambassador
Ms. Sim Hayward, Mr. Jeff and Mrs. Makoto from the
Australia Japan Society in FNQ Inc,, and Ms. Janine
Bowmaker of Banora International, who coordinated
homestays and school program, for setting up such a
great occasion.

We were able to enjoy the entire event in a friendly
atmosphere and making it a memorable experience.




Study Tour Program
(Homestay and School Attending Program)

During their stay in Cairns, the students attended
local schools while staying with host families.
Some students looked anxious on the first day of
the program, but they actively used the English
they had learned and built a good relationship
with their host families and local students.
Trough classes and daily life, they gained first-hand
experience of cultural and customary differences.
This proved a valuable learning opportunity,
fostering not only English proficiency but also an
attitude of understanding and respecting different
cultures. This experience was a very fulfilling stay
for the students.




